. WEKIVA TERRACE

Freeze

TO PROTECT PLANTS FROM FROST IN FLORIDA

Warning Advisory DURING WINTER, YOU CAN:
Temperatures of 32°F or colder for |~ Temperatures of 33 o 36°F with 1. Cover plants and shrubs that are not
several hours over a widespread | ‘clear skies and light winds over a cold hardy with cloth, sheets quilts
area during growing season. A widespread area during growing . ! ’. !
hard freeze is when temperatures | 'season, which would promote the burlap/ or SpECIfIC plant coverings from
are below 28°F. development of frost. local nurseries.
Plants left outdoors Plants left outdoors 2. Movg containers indoors when
may be killed. may be damaged. p055|ble.
a 3. Water deeply before the freeze,
HOMEOWNER DUES DUEI I keeping water off the leaves and using
mulch.
Your 2024 Homeowner Association fees are now " 4. Use non-plastic covering like frost
due! You received an invoice for payment during | cloths, large blankets, bedsheets, or
the month of December with instructions for = burlap.
partial payments. If you need assistance, please | 5. Water your plants at their roots the

contact Southwest Property Management! Please ,
understand those dues are not optional, but
a requirement for living in Wekiva Terrace.

day before the cold comes in to get the
roots fattened up.

The fees provide for the maintenance of the
common areas, cameras and surveillance as well
as neighborhood improvements. Online payment =
can be made at |
southwestpropertymanagement.com (Log in .
or create an account) Mail payment to P.O. Box

21948, Tampa, FL 33622-1948

DAY THE THIRD MONDAY.

Contact Sherry Shackelford at |
sherry@swpmcfl.com or call 407-614-3978, -
L extension 1003 |
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IF YOU USE A SPACE HEATER FOR WARMTH,
SIMPLE STEPS CAN HELP YOU STAY SAFE

By Madeline Holcombe, CNN
Updated 4:55 PM EST, Wed January 4, 2023

In the cold months, many people may need something extra
to keep warm, whether that’s because severe weather
knocked out power or you just need some help to heat your
home. A space heater may seem like just the fix, but experts
warn that they can pose safety risks. On average, fires
caused by portable heaters cause 65 deaths and 150 injuries
a year, said Lori Moore-Merrell, administrator of the_US Fire
Administration. Here are six factors that fire experts say can
make all the difference in keeping warm while staying safe
with a space heater.

1. KEEP IT AT LEAST 3 FEET FROM ANYTHING
FLAMMABLE

The leading cause of space heaters igniting fires is placing
them too close to flammable objects, Moore-Merrell said. It is
a heat source so placing a unit near something that will burn
— like a couch, curtains, papers — risks fire, she added. It is
also important to keep the space heater on a flat, stable
surface, Houston Fire Department spokesperson Martee
Boose said.

2. DON'T LEAVE IT UNATTENDED

It only makes sense that you want the heat going as long as
the cold blows, but with space heaters that is a big risk,
experts said. When you can’t pay attention to the space
heater — whether you’re sleeping or leaving the room — you
need to turn the heater off, Moore-Merrell said. “That’s not
always a pleasant thing to hear, particularly when it’s as cold
as it is right now,” Moore-Merrell said. “We could think of it
like a candle. You don’t leave a candle burning when you
leave the room, and the same thing must apply to our space
heaters as well.”

3. KEEP OUT OF REACH OF CHILDREN AND PETS

Just as you would not leave a candle within reach of children
or curious pets, the same goes for space heaters, Moore-
Merrell said.

Boose recommended keeping your heater elevated where
children or pets couldn’t accidentally burn themselves.

If you have ever had a cat, you know that there are few
places where they can’t get to. In homes with feline acrobats,

Boose suggested placing a barrier around the heater that can
both keep them away and still allow ventilation.

4. PLUG IT DIRECTLY INTO THE OUTLET

Aside from contact with flammable objects, a big risk of fire is
using surge protectors with a space heater, Boose said.

“If you're plugged directly in the wall, you know that it’s rated
for the outlet,” Boose said. A surge protector may not be
equipped to handle the power needed for the space heater,
and can cause a fire if it becomes overwhelmed, Boose said.

5. MAKE SURE TO HAVE A WORKING SMOKE AND
CARBON MONOXIDE ALARM

Even if you're as careful as possible, sometimes things can
still go wrong. The first line of defense, Boose said, is
maintaining working fire alarms.

It is important to test both fire and carbon monoxide alarms
every month to make sure they are working, Boose said. Also
check and replace their batteries. Carbon monoxide is
colorless and odorless but can be dangerous, meaning it may
be hard to tell when it's harming those in the home.

Carbon monoxide can be a big concern in the winter months.
People who don’t have central heating often try to stay warm
using their oven, sitting in their running car or bringing their
grills in — all of which Boose said you should not do because
it's dangerous.

6. LOOK OUT FOR SIGNS OF MALFUNCTION

Fortunately, more modern space heaters often have safety
functions that cause them to shut down when they aren’t
working properly, Moore-Merrell said, but older models don’t
work that way.

“We have no way of knowing where those older devices are,”
she added.

One big sign to look out for is the color of the flames on gas
heaters. A blue flame is normal, but an orange flame means
that it's not working properly and should be turned off
immediately, Boose said.

Staying warm through the winter is important for safety as
well as comfort, and for some people space heaters may be
the best way to do that. Taking precautions and using them
properly can add another layer of comfort, knowing that you
are being as safe as possible.



https://www.cnn.com/profiles/madeline-holcombe
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/
https://www.usfa.fema.gov/
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)

- Want to paint or change the color of your house? Need to repair

' or replace the roof? Want to add or replace a fence? There .

is a color book for house colors. Any changes made to the

property—including fences and roofs—need to be approved
by the HOA'’s Architecture Review Board.

Forms and procedures are available on the Wekiva Terrace
website of by contacting Sherry Shackelford,

407-614-3978, extension 1003 or
sherry@swpmcfl.com
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